Dr Underhill read for Dr Macdonald a note of the Placentjs from a case of triplets. It will be noticed that one of the placentae is complete in itself, and provided, so far as a hasty inspection can tell us, with its membranes complete. The
other two have a common chorion and amnion, with the placentae intimately united, but yet distinctly two, as indicated by a line which may be seen both on the foetal and maternal aspects. It might safely be assumed that in the latter case the children were the product of a single ovum, and agreeably to that assumption, according to Hyrtl's law, the two children in their common sac were similar in size and appearance in every way, only that one of them had been dead a day or two REPORTS BY PROFESSOR SIMPSON.
The united weights of the children amounted to about 14 lbs., and as there were at least 3 pints of liquor amnii along with the latter two children, and 1 with the first, if we assume the placentae to weigh with their blood 2 lbs., it follows that the ovum must have weighed at least 20 lbs. The patient was greatly distended, and had much cedema of lower limbs, but no albuminuria. The children all presented by the head. The first stage was very slow and painful, and, to save the strength of the patient, 1 removed the first child's head out of the outlet of the pelvis by forceps. I knew then I had to deal with twins at least. The patient had no post-partum haemorrhage; pulse after delivery was 72. In the afternoon?
she was delivered at 11.30 a.m.?an attack of headache with blindness came on, and an eclampsic seizure followed at 9 p.m. Her urine now was albuminous, but cleared in 24 hours afterwards. She is now doing well.
